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Committee selects next class of Eugene S. Pulliam interns

The HSPA Foundation last 
week assigned the 2011 Eugene S. Pulliam Internship recipients with newspapers.

The 10 interns bring the student total to 110 since the program’s inception. About 55 students 
began the application process this year, and 33 completed it.

This class includes eight women and two men; five rising seniors, three juniors and two sophomores; and three students from Indiana University, two from Butler Uni-versity, two from Franklin Col-lege, one from Hanover College and one each from Huntington and Northwestern universities.

Of the 10, eight reside in In-diana and one comes from New York and another 
from Illinois. Nine 
students attend 
an in-state col-
lege or university. 
Eligible applicants 
came from 15 dif-
ferent schools.

“We remain im-
pressed with the 
quality and number of student applications we receive,” said 
Karen T. Braeckel, director of the HSPA Foundation. “If anything, we were somewhat surprised by the low number of newspaper applicants this year compared to the past.”

Braeckel said some editors told her they just didn’t have time to complete the application form. The Foundation tries to make 

it as easy as possible by offering an online version. Braeckel said the Foundation keeps track of the years each newspaper applies as well as those when it receives an intern. She encourages papers to apply each year.
The requirement that a stu-

dent either resides in Indiana or attends a college or university 
in the state limits the number of applicants. 

“That is by design,” Braeckel said. “We hope to keep Indiana’s talent at home through these 
experiences.” 

In addition to the 10 students receiving paid internships, the committee selected seven other worthy candidates that would 
have been eligible if more funds were available. The Foundation 

Growing online news readership and revenue isn’t easy, but it’s get-ting less complicated than before.Multimedia is a 
great example. 

People watch videos 
online, but our early 
efforts to create this 
content and make 
money off it failed to 
deliver.

I speak from experi-
ence. I was one of Gan-
nett Co.’s first “mojo’s” 
or mobile journalists – 
print reporters trained 
by Gannett’s best television minds to go into the field with broadcast-quality gear and bring home slick, TV-style packages. 

They meant well, and the idea seemed to make sense: People want video; we have the gear and the websites – now get out there and do it. 
But that never quite worked.
TV-style narrated packages are relatively expensive to produce in manpower terms. And most news-rooms simply have other priorities, 

The Bluffton News-Banner 
reporter Frank Shanly’s world travels introduced him to 
three “languages.”

He grew up speaking the 
king’s English in his native 
New Zealand. 

As an adult he lived in 
Japan off and on and learned enough Japanese to communi-cate with new friends there. 

After immigrating to the 
United States in 2004 and 
finding work as a journalist, 
he had to acclimate to Ameri-
can English.

Shanly, a U.S. citizen for 
the past 14 months, said New 

Zealand-speak doesn’t crop up in his writing as much as it 
once did. But he’s still getting used to some aspects of living in Indiana.

“I can be talking away and 
the people will be scratching 
their heads,” Shanly said.

The language and cultural 
differences produced fodder 
for humor columns Shanly, 50, has written about his adven-
tures in linguistics.

One explained New Zealand definitions for “dummy” (a 
baby’s pacifier) and “bugbear” (a very inconvenient problem).

News-Banner editors got ac-

customed to Shanly’s writing quirks, said Mark Miller, pub-lisher and general manager.
“When we edit his stories 

we have to watch for him 
sneaking in some of the king’s English,” Miller said.

Shanly accepts American 
vs. New Zealand English cor-rection – it’s “recognized” not “recognised” and “license” not “licence” – with good humor, said News-Banner assistant 
editor Dave Schultz.

“It’s fun working with him and seeing the community of 
Bluffton, the state of Indiana 

HSPA Foundation director Karen T. Braeckel, back left, writes the names of potential Pulliam interns suggested by the internship se-
lection committee at the HSPA office in Indianapolis. The committee recently met to choose paid and unpaid interns and alternates.

Frank Shanly, a reporter at The Bluffton News-Banner, hails from New Zealand. When he started working as a reporter in the United States about seven years ago, Shanly had to learn to write in American English.

Anyone  
can do 
‘light’ 
video

Reporter has American citizenship, New Zealand accent
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Students to work  
with mentors on  
writing, multimedia

FOUNDATION FUNDS HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE

Spot-on Video Editing 
What: A how-to workshop with digital news guru John Strauss on the basics of shooting video and editing and pre-senting it using low- or no-cost tools
When: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. May 19 
Where: Art & Journalism Building, Ball State University, Muncie
Cost: $30 by April 22 and $45 after that date. Lunch will be provided.
Registration and information: Look for the brochure coming to your news-room or visit www.hspafoundation.org and click on Events. 
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Extreme journalism

Rep. Phil Hinkle, R-Indianapolis, told HSPA Monday that he would not have time to hear H.B. 1487 in his House Committee on Government and Regulatory Reform.
The bill, authored by Rep. Kathy Richardson, R-Noblesville, would allow a judge to levy a civil fine of up to $100 against a public official who deliberately violates either the Open Door Law or Access to Public Records Act. 

The fine could reach $500 if the public official is a repeat offender.Speaker of the House Brian Bosma, R-Indianapolis, is a co-author of H.B. 1487, and he has co-authored or sponsored similar legislation during the past two sessions of the General Assembly.
In addition to providing teeth for the state’s access laws, the bill also would:
• Allow citizens to ask for e-mail notification of public meetings. Gov-erning bodies can give citizens notice by e-mail or opt to post notices on their websites.
• Allow a judge or Indiana Public Access Counselor Andrew Kossack to examine unredacted versions of records requested by citizens. This 

All speakers 
still game 
for meetings

HSPA and the HSPA Foundation rescheduled the Annual Meetings and Government Conference for March 2-3. “The State We’re 
In: Different Times. 
Same Mission” will 
remain at the In-
dianapolis Marriott 
Downtown. 

“We were fortunate 
the hotel worked 
with us on resched-
uling without any 
penalty due to the 
extreme weather 
conditions,” said Steve Key, HSPA ex-ecutive director and general counsel. “We believe canceling was the only prudent choice we had when consider-ing our members’ safety.”

An ice and snow storm hit much of Indiana during the event originally scheduled for Feb. 2 and 3.
All registrations for the conference and overnight rooms are still good. Members with schedule conflicts should notify HSPA to cancel. 

Sleeping on the floor was kind of fun when I was a kid. Not so much now. 
But I did it Feb. 1 in my efforts to finish The Banner (Knights   ­town) far ahead of deadline.The discomfort paid off. 
As the ice storm moved in, we realized a power outage was imminent. I was completing pages and getting closer to put­ting the paper to bed. 
The ice eventually nixed power in much of Knightstown, but The Banner wasn’t affected since it was printed ahead of schedule. 
Through the dedicated efforts of our distribution employees, the paper went out on time. Some ­how we never missed a beat. I am proud of our hearty busi­ness route driver, Pete Kiger, and distribution helper Patrick Kramer, neither of whom let the weather delay them.

Eric Cox,  
owner and publisherThe Banner (Knightstown)

We were down three reporting positions — two job openings and one reporter on family leave — during the ice storm. 
But our two available reporters, plus our photographers and others, hustled to report not only for each print edition but to do dozens of updates for our website. 
Three newsroom employees found their cars surrounded by snow and ice at street side Wednesday morning and couldn’t drive to work — so they walked.I wrote a column about rejected ice­storm headlines. A favorite: Slippery Went Wet.

Scott Underwood, editorThe Herald Bulletin (Anderson)

When heavy snow and ice hit much of the state this month, newspaper staffs stepped up to cover the story.Readers stuck at home wanted information on how the storm was affecting their communities, and they got it in print and online.
Stories, photos and multi­media packages told of drifting snow, ice­covered roads and blizzard conditions.
They didn’t report the effort of journalists to get the story on deadline.
For this edition, journalists wrote about how they braved the elements and survived with great stories to tell. 
See Page 3 for more first-person accounts.

On the day of the blizzard my camera decided not to work. 
Yes, my batteries were fully charged. But as I was taking an over view shot of downtown Fort Wayne my camera started to freeze up. I went back to the office to edit and almost all of my photos would not open. This was especially ex­asperating because I about froze to death out there shooting photos. Later I went out with editorial page editor Tracy Warner in a four­wheel­drive vehicle he rented to get a quick shot at 8 p.m. My photo deadline was 8:30 p.m. so I didn’t have a lot of options, especially with the dark, snowy conditions. I ended up shooting the city court­house at a very slow shutter speed. I got down on the ground to act as a human tripod to get something usable.

Except for my car getting stuck in the snow, my feet getting wet because of my horrible choice of boots and my fingers being so numb with cold that I just hoped to be able to push the shutter for a few more photos, it wasn’t too bad. 
Laura J. Gardner,  

staff photographerThe Journal Gazette (Fort Wayne)

See Meetings, Page 2

See Hearing, Page 4

Office  
all-nighter

Uncomfortable 
position

Frozen feet, 
frozen camera

Laura J. Gardner/The Journal Gazette (Fort Wayne)

The Mail-Journal (Milford)

John Luke/The Times of Northwest Indiana (Munster)A bicyclist braves the elements in northwest Indiana during the storm.

A melting icicle captures a winter scene in Fort Wayne.

Right: A Milford town truck builds a mountain of snow plowed from streets.

Sign up
To change or 
make Annual 
Meeting or hotel 
reservations,  
send an e­mail  
to sgoldsby@
hspa.com or call 
(317) 803­4772 
by Feb. 25.

Severe weather 
is no match for  
Indiana journalists

Franklin College and the 
Hoosier State Press Associa-
tion have formed a partner-
ship to provide coverage 
of state government and 
politics for Indiana’s news-
papers year-round.

Stories from the college’s 
Statehouse Bureau will be 
available through HSPA’s 
content-sharing program, 

InfoNet, and all HSPA-
member newspapers may 
use them.

“Working with Franklin 
College’s journalism school 
on this project was a no-

brainer because everyone 
wins,” said Steve Key, HSPA executive director and gen-
eral counsel. “The students 
gain real-life experience, 
Indiana newspapers can 
get free coverage of state 
government, and Hoosiers 
have the opportunity to 
learn more about what their 
representatives are doing or 
contemplating.”

During this pilot year 
of the project, all HSPA 
members can access the 
content generated by 

the bureau regardless of 
participation in InfoNet. 
Editors access the stories at 
hspainfo.net.

For the past six years, 
Franklin College has in-
volved its students in 
writing and reporting 
for participating Indiana 
newspapers, operating a 
Statehouse Bureau over its 
January term. 

The bureau generates 
between 30 and 50 stories a 
week during that time.

“Like all of our academic 

programs, the Pulliam 
School of Journalism ex-
tends the classroom into 
active learning through en-
gagement in the real world,” 
college president Jay Mose-
ley said. “The Statehouse 
Bureau provides profession-
al development for students 
in a way that serves our 
community.”

With support from the 
HSPA Foundation, among 
others, the Franklin  
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The HSPA and HSPA Foun-dation Annual Meetings and Government Conference 
were conducted March 2-3 in Indianapolis. 

Above: Judy O’Bannon, right, presents a Frank O’Bannon Sunshine Award to Mont-
gomery County resident 
Deanna Durrett during the event’s Legislators Luncheon. Bluffton Mayor Ted Ellis also received a Sunshine Award.
Right: Bill Masterson, 
pub  lisher of The Times of Northwest Indiana (Munster), right, talks with Rep. Ed Soli-day, R-Valparaiso, during the Legislators Luncheon. 

Left: Russ Pulliam, 
associate editor at 
The Indianapolis 
Star, receives the 
Association’s Dis-
tinguished Service 
Award during the 
Governor’s Recep-
tion. Pulliam was 
honored for his sup-
port of HSPA and 
HSPA Foundation.

ONLINE: View a 
slideshow of photos 
from the event at 
hspa.com.

See Indy, Page 4

See Coverage, Page 3

See Interns, Page 3

Free news
HSPA-member newspapers 
can access stories generated by Franklin College Statehouse Bureau reporters through  
InfoNet, HSPA’s online content-sharing service. Get the free 
stories at hspainfo.net.

Breakthroughs 
at Statehouse  
on hold until 
Dems return

Committee picks 
Foundation’s 
Pulliam interns

Everything remains up in the air at the Statehouse.All but one House Democrat are staying at the Comfort Suites in Urbana, Ill.
Senate work on House-passed bills appears to be slowing down as Senate Republicans wait to see what will transpire in the House. 
Keeping House bills in committee limbo gives the Senate more flexibility if the session comes down to resurrecting concepts that remain in jeopardy due to the House walkout.
An odd routine has evolved for lawmakers still in Indianapolis. House Republicans gather in the cham-bers to conduct a quorum call that they know will fail. Senate Republicans have floor sessions with few bills to consider.
Union supporters gather daily to voice their concerns.“It’s like the movie ‘Groundhog Day,’” lobbyist Jim Purucker said as he walked off a Statehouse eleva-tor on a recent afternoon, referring to the 1993 Bill Murray comedy about a man who’s cursed to repeat the same day over and over again.

The HSPA Foundation Eugene S. Pulliam Intern-ship Selection Committee reviewed applications March 10 at the HSPA office to choose the 10 interns for this summer.
Of the 55 students who began the application process, 33 submitted all components to qualify – the application form, a résumé, three work samples, a letter of recommendation from a professor or adviser and a personal statement.
“We were pleased with the number of applications considering the current industry climate,” said Karen T. Braeckel, HSPA Foundation director. “We had about the same number of applicants as previous years, and the talent level still ran high.”Students from 14 colleges and universities applied with one out-of-state school represented.Members of the committee selected the top 10 

Annual meet and greet 

College students’ 
stories available  
for free to members
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The Indiana House of Represen-tatives approved a bill that will reveal spending by entities that receive local economic develop-ment money through casino agree-ments.
Lawmakers had attempted to pass a gaming-money transparency law for several years, but it gained momentum when both Attorney General Greg Zoeller and Indiana Gaming Commission Executive Director Ernest Yelton supported the bill.

The House approved S.B. 325 87-0. 

The Senate earlier passed the bill 43-7.
Its House sponsors are Jud McMillin, R-Brookville; and Bill Davis, R-Portland. The authors are Sens. Jim Banks, R-Columbia City; Mike Delph, R-Carmel; Den-nis Kruse, R-Auburn; and Frank Mrvan, D-Hammond.

The state funnels millions of dollars collected by Indiana casi-nos into many nonprofit entities and a few for-profit entities that are supposed to spend the money for local economic development projects.

The cry for transparency began after the attorney general’s office became involved in trying to get a for-profit entity, Lake County-based Second Century, to open its books for public inspection into how the company spent casino money it received.
In question is $16 million ear-marked for economic development that Second Century received over 10 years.
HSPA supported S.B. 325, tes-tifying in its favor during both its 

Bill paves way for casino-funds transparency

A series of identical seminars con-ducted around the state will educate government repre-
sentatives on their 
obligations and citi-
zen on their rights 
under Indiana’s 
public access laws.

Several HSPA-
member newspapers 
will serve as local 
sponsors of the two-
hour educational sessions organized by Attorney General Greg Zoeller, Indiana Public Access Counselor Andrew Kossack and HSPA. 

“To gain and maintain the trust of the public, government must be open and transparent in the way it conducts the public’s business,” Zoeller said in a letter announcing the series.
At least seven sessions of the seminar on the Open Door Law and Access to Public Records Act will be conducted. The first will be May 5 in Indianapolis. 
The panel of speakers during each seminar will include Kossack, HSPA Executive Director and General Counsel Steve Key and Deputy Attorney General Anne Mullin O’Connor, who served as the state’s first public access counselor.

Organizers hope community-interest groups, elected officials and 

Portable video has gotten lighter and simpler enough to change the way local news is gathered.
And it can help papers thrive in a competitive media industry, a former editor now teaching jour-nalism said.
Even small community newspa-pers are facing competition for ad dollars online, said John Strauss of Ball State University, a former online and print newspaper editor and reporter with a background at The Associated Press and in radio and television. 

That’s why Strauss stresses web-sites populated with short updates and multimedia. 

“The new media competitors offer much less quality, but their costs are also lower so they can make money on the Web,” Strauss said. “We have to be sure that they don’t take away our audience by offering something – quick, newsy video – that we can do even better.”
Strauss speaks to journalism 

HSPA board of directors President Don Hurd is stepping down from his position to take a job 
with a media mar-
keting company.

Hurd will be chief 
operating officer for 
Sturgis, Mich.-based 
HomeTown Welcome 
Program. 

He has been 
president and group 
publisher of Kankakee Valley Pub-lishing since 2005 and a member of the HSPA board since 2007.

“It’s hard to leave after 32 years in the newspaper industry, but HomeTown Welcome is something I firmly believe in for newspapers,” Hurd said. “As we all know, cre-ating new revenue streams gets harder each year, but HTW is a program that can produce continued 

Seminars 
provide  
access  
education

HSPA board 
president 
takes new 
position

Don Hurd

Greg Zoeller
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Spot-on  
Video Editing 
What: A how-to workshop with digital news guru John Strauss on the basics of shooting video and editing and presenting it using low- or no-cost tools

When: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. May 19 
Where: Art & Journalism Building, Ball State Univer-sity, Muncie
Cost: $30 by April 22 and $45 after that date. Lunch will be provided.
Registration and informa-tion: Brochures have been mailed to newsrooms, or go to www.hspafoundation.org/events. 

Any paper can do video  with today’s tools
Workshop covers use of low-cost equipment 

Visit hspafoundation.org/events for a brochure and registration form.

Play with a purpose
Mark your calendar to support HSPA Foundation during the annual golf outing June 9. Look for registration information in a few weeks.

See Video, Page 3

Digital news guru 
John Strauss teaches 
journalism at Ball 
State University.
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