
2022 HSPA FOUNDATION BETTER NEWSPAPER CONTEST

SPECIAL AWARDS 
Special awards may or may not be given annually at the judges’ discretion. • No points toward General Excellence. 

Upload entry components at www.newspapercontest.com/hspa 

27. Charlie Biggs Commitment
to Community Award

“The Charlie” honors a veteran Indiana newspaper 

person who embodies their community in every sense 

of the word. 

It’s named for the late Charlie Biggs, former publisher 

of The Hope Star- Journal who, not only loved his 

hometown, but wrote about it, talked about it and 

took part in its life. 

The HSPA Newsroom Seminar Committee, of which 

Biggs was a long-time member and former chair, 

created this  award  to recognize others who serve 

as he did. 

To make a nomination, upload a written statement 

explaining how your nominee meets the following criteria: 

writes or publishes stories about the community served; is 

involved in the life of the community; demonstrates making 

a difference in the community through journalistic efforts 

and serves/served a considerable length of time in the 

industry. 

Previous winners of “The Charlie” are not eligible. 

. 

28. Frank O’Bannon Sunshine Award

This award is presented to an individual, group or 

organization that has demonstrated outstanding efforts 

to protect and enhance the concepts of open 

government in Indiana. While not limited to public 

officials, HSPA hopes to recognize worthy elected 

officials or public employees through this award. HSPA 

also wants to recognize citizens who actively push for 

government transparency. 

This award is named after the late Indiana governor 

who was an advocate of the people’s right to know 

throughout his political career. 

Nominees may be: 

- Citizens who worked to ensure the Open Door Law or 

Access to Public Records Act are followed in their 

community.

- Local or state officials who remained true to the 

philosophy of openness despite pressure to act in 

secret.

- Nomination guidelines:

- An individual or an entire neighborhood 

organization, city or town council, or state 

agency may be nominated.

- The actions warranting recognition may have 

occurred in the past year, or the nomination may 

recognize years of work that exemplify open 

government and public participation in the 

process.

Upload a letter of recommendation and any 
supporting documents. 
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